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T. Paul, in this Epiſtle, ſes 
himſelf to correct many Er. 
rors, thro the Pride and Ig 
norance of falſe Teachers 
crept into the Church of C. 
e YT” rnb: © And! in this Chapter 
he deſigns particularly to regulate their . 
Church- Aſſemblies for Worſhip,” Which, thro 
the Conceit and pragmatical Humour of 
ſome, were very diſorderhy and confusd: 
Wherefore he ſays, v. 26. Hot is it, Bre- 
' threw? When ye come together, every onë df = 
von bath a Pſalm; bath a Doctrine, hath a 
Tongue, hath à Revelation, hath an Inter- 
pretation: That is, they were every one for 
worſhipping — own Wayz or at leaſt 
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ee Which 1 doubt not to prove, Was 
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plies, Let al things be done to edifying ; 
. is, Theſe. Gifts are not to be uſed. for 
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5 ſuitable Manner of its Performance 
This Apoſtolical Inunction, truly ſtated, 
1 2 kept to, and t woughly driven home, 
would effectually baffle and confound all 
thoſe; ſenſeleſs, tho clamorous Pretences k — 
the Schiſmatical Oppoſers of the Co 
"98 of our Church. N nol os vt 

As for the ' Indulgence rake to ces 
** „I ſhall leave it as 1 find it. But 
ſince the Permiſſion of them to uſe their 
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to defend ours, or to confirm thoſe that like 
it, and (if it be poſſible) to gain over thoſe 
that do not; but yet may c occaſionally hear 
us: I ſhall. diſcourle on” the e $ * _— 
in this Method. 5 
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Theoder but Biſhop of that Churth 7 


of the Church of "Epheſus, for 1 


not, Rev. il. 2. like Diorrephes, who ſonghtt the 
| Preeminence of an Apoſtolical Biſhop ; which 


Dion ry was above that of Presbyrers | = ma- 


ny Things. 
St Clement, in 1 his Epiſtle" ( anciently 


fab join'd to the Biikmi cal Scriptures. and 


Rack in tlie Church, as bf Divine Authority) 
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That. ſuch Ap allles were Biſhops; appears 
Ander Beule Chriſt commends the An-- 


gel, r trying. 
thoſe that Said" they were Apoſlles ,. but were 
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8% Titus was placed at Crete, | Epa- 

Phraditus at Philippi, and Timothy at Fphe- 
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ty Biſhops, ynto 4 I alarus, one of the N N. 
Cone Council. 5 

80 Fuodias ti ceeds, F 8 at Antioch. 
N was next, who had ſeen Chriſt in 
the Fleſh: And he, in his Epiſtles, (former- 

anner Fo. to el tures , read in 
: Cheb: warns the Laity of the ſeveral 
Ae to whon Ve writes, to obey the 
Precbytert, and Deacons ; and that the Preſ- 
byters feed the Flock, ll God. ſoall ſpew 
who ſhall be pour. e, after my. Death. 
And he charges the dg That as 
Chriſt did 4 Me \without his Father, ſo 
neither ſhould they without their Biſbop ; nei 
ther. fie, nor. Deacon, nor Laymen : 
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ſtles) thou ſhalt: have Children; that is, Mi- 
niſters, 155 vally begotten; whom t hen ſbalt 
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Pſal. xcii. a Song for the Sabbath- Day 
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to the Temple. 
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* Spitir 3 in ancient Truths, rather than to 
affect æxtempore Raptures. Aud Chriſt him- 
elk, who had not the Spirit by Meaſure, as 
other Prophets had, f equented the Ferviſc 
Church, which had Set Hours of Prayer, 
and Set Forms of Prayer, Confeſſion, and 
Thankſgiving, even of mere Human Com- 
J And when he pray d by himſelf, he 
, thrice ſaying the ſame Words. 
4 uſed a Form of Prayer, as 
us as, of Baptizing, , and Euchariſtical Ad- 
ation; ſaying frequently, The Grace 
if our Lord 4 Jeſus © Co be 8 e A- 
men. 
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Things that were wanting. And what Things 
they were, ſince they h id the Goſpel and Sa- 
_ eraments, let any Man tell me; except tliey 
were an Order of Divi Service, and C hurch 7 
Rituals. . 
Had not the. a JC 'r Klient 1 had 
Set Forms, how could. hey anſwer St. Pauls 
Exhortation, that with, one mind, and one 
Rs they ſhould. glo- ify God? Rem: xv. 
6. And ſome think, that the Form of 
| 2 Words, commit ed by St. Pa to 77. 
mot, Was ſome. Symbol, or Confeſſion of 
Faitli, or Form of Liturgy. So that tis very 
plain, here was Apoſtol cal practice at leaſt; [ 
and that, ſays Mr. Calvin, has the Obligati- 
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Conſcieno; and with all Gravity; 5 not ex- 
-ceeding the Rule of bi Service cher is oe 
e him. AX 5 Ta TÞ 

So likewiſe in the next Age, we find, that 
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And as they bed their Jos Bans Com- 
mon Prayers, ſo the y; had preſcribed Pray- 
ers; for Tertullian recites the Form of Pray- 


ers for Emperors; and St. Cyprian mentions 
their ſhort Antipbones,, a and Reſponſes, which 
are retain d. in our Liturgies to this Day 

. Vizs Lift up your Hearts, faith the Minif er 
at the Communion: And the People an- 
 tverd, We lift them up is the Lord. 


Then Conſtantine — Great, about 300 : 
1 after Chriſt, commanded Prayers to be 


made in a ſet Form, for the Welfare of the 
Empire, and the Propagation of the Goſpel ; 
1 Thankſgivings for the Victory God had 


the Year 
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given him over all the Tyrants, and Perſecu- | 


tors of the Chriſtian Church: And he him- 
ſelf made a Form for his Soldiers to ſay every 


Day., And farther, the Council of Laodicea, 


"about the Year 368, ſet down Rules, that one 


and the fame Service auld be uſed Morning 
and Evening. And when ſome began to ule 
their on Extempore Prayers, and left the 
common Forms, the Milevitane Council, 


whereof St. Auſtin, was Preſident, about 400 
_ Years after Chriſt, decreed, That none ſhould 
in the Churches uſe any other Prayers, than 
what were compoſed by the Synod ;.and gives 
this Reaſon, © Leſt ſome by Ignorance, or 
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Prayer in the Pulpit, but only ſome Collect 
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ory ſays of Ignatius, Biſhop of Antiach, 
_ he caught his Church Liturgies and Doxe- 


logies. And twas from that Church of = 
tioch, where Men were firſt. called Chriſtians, 
that 1 ies were derived to other Churches, 


even to Rome it ſelf; ſo that our Litur y 
came primarily from the Greek, not from tl 


Latin Church; as ſome ignorant Cavillers 
pretend. But if it did come from Roma, 


whatſoever is good may be uſed by any Chri- 


ſtian Church ;. except we think it not lawful 
to confeſs Chriſt, becauſe he Was vr gran 


ö conſeisd by the Devil. Burl ness, 
iv; To ſhew the — of uſing a ſet 5 


or Church Worſhip. St. Pauls Precept in 
this Caſe, is, Let all Things be done to Edi. 


fiat ion. And What is tha Edification, but, 


as he ſays in another Place, That we may 
avith one Mind, and one Mouth, glorify. God? 
But how can this be done, *but by a Form 


common to us all, that we may know before- 
hand, what we are to join in Prayer for? 
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4 a Pere ur, of Spirit in the Worſtuppers 
A general Confeſſion of Sins, made by the 
wle Congregation; and had a N wy 
nounced to the Penitent whom 
God himſelf, by Chriſt , Ta his Apoſtles, 
auric their Süeeellbrs, atk calld, and ſent to 
that Work. Upon this Encouragement; /Sup- 
plications, Interceſſions, and Thank givings, 
are with one Heart, and one Mouth, put up 
to God, according to that Pattern Which he 
kimſelf Ras given us in — Scriptures, that 
We may pray with the: Spirit, and ieh 1 70 
Under: ab n 2 ET | 
Alf which Prayers and pralſts, Xue their 
_ Coufſe, are a cont inual Lecture of Di- 
and Morality, of whatſoever is requi- 
te to make us 284 2 I,” and good Chri- 
ſtians: And all this: is left upon our Minds 
with a ſolemn Pronunci atioh of e Bien 
of God upon our Ende: vours. 

A Whichmowy' T pray, is the möſt edifying 
 Communrtion ; this that hath done alt that k 
Bade aid; or chat whiely prays inan-unkhown = 
Tongue; er that other, very like it, that 
confines the People to ſuchi Words as another 
mall utter Of which they cannot” 3 

know any Think before,” or hardly remem 
any Thing after he has utter d them; nor per. 
haps the Giſted Man neither. Howis it 
pofiible- Religion* cati i, [either _ 
20 | 8 


ſpects be a reaſonable Service? Which ĩt edn 
neyer be; unlels dete by our Underftand- 
_ unknown Tongue, our Underſtanding can 
haye no Part in it: And if the Effuſions be 
Extenpore, and conſequently uncertain, wi 
can prepare his Heart and Affections to join 
with what he is not ſure hig Judgment will 
approve. when utter d? For ¶ ebe Trumpet 
give an uncertain ſound, tho” ſhall prepare 
Vimſelf to the Battel? ſays our Apoſtle in 
this bery Ghap te. ds ball been 8 
If they ſay, their Prayers are all com- 
pos d, before they are utter d in the Congra - 
gation, and therefore they may depend up- 
en their being worthy of Men's Aſſent; then 
they give up their Cauſe another Way. Fot 
Man's Form (for a Form it muſt be, or Cons 
fuſion and Nonſenſe) they may join in the 
common Form of Prayer, ſet forth by Au 
thority, with all due Premeditation and 
Judgment; and fo: they have no mamer of 
Excuſe for their Separation. h, bur, fay 
they, ſet Forms of Prayer ſtint the Spirit in 
Minifters, which would utter it ſelf freely, 
but that it is bound up by reading''a fet Form.” 
Impertinent and vain} As for the Spirit's be- 
ing ſtinted in the Miniſter reading the Lirur- 
Y there is no Reaſon to imagine it; 1 
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rhe Spirit of the Prophet + maſt be ſubje®s 1 
tbe Prophets in their Propheſying, as St. Pant 
jr in the. Context; and then hy not in 
Ying by the Spirit ina Liturgy compoſed 
25 thoſe Scriptures which Errainly the 
Spirit indited 15 And for the Spirit in the 
People, it is no more limited by a ſet Form, 
than by a ſudden'conceivd Prayer; for their 
Spirit being equally intent upon this, is as 
moch limited as by the ther. 
Again, they object, That the ung i con 
rains not Prayers for all Occaſions. But they 
can hardly find any Thing to be pray d for in 
particular, which is not included under ſome 
of thoſe general Petitions. And I dare ven- 
ture to affirm, that though upon every pars 
ticular Petition they ſhould make as long a 
Prayer as the whole Li tung, or their o] n 
tedious Savoy Form; yet it would not be 
more comprehenſive. Mr. Calvin had ſuch 
a Senſe of the N ce and Neceſſity of 
Common Prayer, that in his Letter to the 
Protector, in Edioard the VIth's Time, he 
' fays, -© There ſhould be a Form of Church 
* Service, from which Miniſters might not 
< depart,” in the Exerciſe of their Functions, 
«that there may be an Help to the Simpli- 
1 city of ſome, and a Remedy againſt the 
Levity of others, that affect Innovations; 
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tution: And Calin himſelf ſcruples not to 
cal them Divine, as having a ſufficient Foun- 

dation in Holy Scripture. Hence Kneeling 
at Prayer is a Divine Ceremony, as it is a 
Part of that Decency recommended to us by 


St. Paul; who himſelf continually bowed bis 
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Superſtition and falſe Doctrine join d with i it, 
11, Beſides, Ceremonies are not Sacramental 
Signs of Duty; not conveying. Grace, by 
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that they, and no other, are necelſary. to 
God's Worſhip ; then Chriſhan Liberty might 
be deſtroy d. But this the Church of Eng- 
Land diſclaims. Beſides, Obedience to Mens 
Commands, in Things of themſelves indif- 
ferent, doth not infringe Chriſtian Libert/ : 
For then the Apoſtles had deſtroy'd Chriſtian 
Liberty, when they enjoin d the Gentiles ta 
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| after he had made them his Body and Blood 
| by Prayer to God; and we ate to ack in like 3 
manner. And then, as for the Bleſſing, 3 
only to be pronounced by the Prieſt; whom. + 
FE God has commanded to bleſs in bis Name.” 85 
[Is can but mention the Y3/tation: of the get. 4 
PR Ik any man fick? faith St. James; Let bin 15 
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too common and lamentable Practice is, ud 
take care of the Soul laſt ; or, like Aſs, to ſeek — 
to the Phyſicians before God : When as this 
is an Apoſtolical Ordinance, that the Prayers 
of the Church may procure. 2 Bleſſing an tile 
_* Means uſed; which elſe may have juſt as much 7 
1 Efficacy toward the Cure, as the Oil had in the | | 
Primitive Times, which was only a IF of 
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